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SUBJECT: ANTARCTICA: SENATOR WEBSTER'S ACCOUNT OF NEW ZEALAND OIL 
EXPLORATION 

REF: CANBERRA 0683 

SUMMARY: STATEMENT OF AUSTRALIAN MINISTER FOR SCIENCE, 

SENATOR WEBSTER, (REPORTED REFTEL) ALLEGING OIL EXPLORATION 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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"OFF NEW ZEALAND'S ANTARCTIC TERRITORY" IS ERRONEOUS BY A 
LONG SHOT. GONZ AND UASTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSION SOURCES ARE 
PERPLEXED AS TO JUST WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN SAID DURING VISIT 
WHICH RESULTED IN WEBSTER'S MISUNDERSTANDING. BEST GUESS IS THAT 
WEBSTER SOMEHOW CONFUSED BUNKER HUNT/HIILLIPS OIL EXPLORATION. 
APPROXIMATELY 160 KILOMETERS OFF NEW ZEALAND'S STEWART 
ISLAND, WITH ANTARCTIC DRILLING. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . SCIENCE OFFICE HAS TALKED WITH SEVERAL SOURCES IN MFA, 
ANTARCTIC DIVISION OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH, OFFICE 
OF SCIENCE MINISTER, AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY AND PHILLIPS 
PETROLEUM. SINGLE ASPECT ABOUT WHICH ALL SOURCES AGREE IS 
THAT WEBSTER WRONG BY A LONG-SHOT, I.E. THERE IS NO OIL 
EXPLORATION GOING ON WITHIN EVEN REMOTE PROXIMITY OF 

NEW ZEALAND'S ANTARCTIC CLAIM, THE ROSS DEPENDENCY. 

2. THREE SOURCES IN GONZ SCIENCE MINISTRY, WHO CLAIM TO HAVE 
BEEN WITH SENATOR WEBSTER THROUGHOUT HIS HOURS IN NEW ZEALAND, 
RECALL NO CONVERSATION IN WHICH SUBJECTS OF ANTARCTIC ACTIVITIES 
AND OIL EXPLORATION WERE COMBINED. THEY ARE PERPLEXED AS TO 
HOW WEBSTER'S MISUNDERSTANDING COULD HAVE OCCURRED. 

3. MOST LIKELY EXPANATION, OFFERED BY SEVERAL SOURCES, IS THAT 
WEBSTER SOMEHOW CONFUSED A DISCUSSION OF THE HUNT/PHILLIPS 
DRILLING OPERATION SOUTH OF STEWART ISLAND AS BEING CLOSE TO OR 
"OFF NEW ZEALAND'S ANTARCTIC TERRITORY." PHILLIPS CHIEF 
GEOLOGIST SAYS ITS SOUTHLAND DRILL SITE IS LOCATED IN 
INTERNATIONAL WATERS 160 KILOMETERS SOUTH OF STEWART ISLAND. 
AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSION HAS ADVISED GOA FOREIGN MINISTRY 
THAT COINCIDENT OF DISTANCES AND FACT HUNT/PHILLIPS 

WILL HAVE $100 MILLION INVESTMENT IN DRILLING SITE ARE PARTIAL 
EXPLANATIONS FOR WEBSTER'S CONFUSION. 
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